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Prejudice Prevents Understanding 


Welcome to Issue 56 of Back To 
Prabhupada (BTP). 

1) An outcome that puzzles 
devotees is the GBC gurus and the 
IRM both supposedly reading and 
accepting exactly the same teach¬ 
ings from SrTla Prabhupada, but 
reaching diametrically opposed 
conclusions. However, if one be¬ 
gins with a preconceived idea 
then one will interpret whatev¬ 
er one reads as being in line with 
that preconceived idea, regard¬ 
less of what one is actually read¬ 
ing. This is the meaning of preju¬ 
dice. The word prejudice means 
to "pre-judge". Thus, instead of 
the philosophy one follows being 
dictated by the facts, whatever 
they may be, one will instead start 
with a philosophy one desires and 
let that desire dictate the "facts" 
one "sees". A stunning example 
that illustrates this phenomenon 
of prejudice blinding one to the 
truth involved GBC-elected diksa 
guru, HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami 
("BVKS"). 

2) On his website, BVKS pre¬ 
sents daily quotes from SrTla 
Prabhupada, which BVKS then ti¬ 
tles based on the points he thinks 
the quotes are making. On 6/6/17, 
BVKS presented a quote which he 
titled "Sannyasis as gurus". Part of 
the quote stated that: 

"This is parivrajakacarya be¬ 
cause our sannyasis they can 
begin there and then there is 
paramahamsa stage. When one 
becomes a little advanced and 
purified by this process he can 
take some disciples." 


He then gave the reference 
for the quote as being "From Srila 
Prabhupada's lecture at the sannya- 
sa initiation of Trivikrama Mahara¬ 
ja-July27, 1971 New York". 

(One can see a screenshot of 
the website from that day as evi¬ 
dence here: iskconirm.com/bvs). 

3) However, this quote that 
was presented as being from a 
lecture by SrTla Prabhupada is ac¬ 
tually not from SrTla Prabhupada 
at all. Rather it is from a lecture 
by one of SrTla Prabhupada's dis¬ 
ciples, RQpanuga Dasa, and his 
name is clearly marked as such 
before the lecture begins, and his 
voice can be heard on the record¬ 
ing for this lecture. Rupanuga is 
the same person whose lecture 
BVKS posted on his website to 
promote a revival of the already 
discredited "zonal acarya hoax" - 
see BTP 52, "Zonal Acarya Hoax 
Revival Continues". 

4) BVKS is an example of "san¬ 
nyasis as gurus", who wants to 
'take some disciples". He sees a 
quote which he needs to be from 
SrTla Prabhupada in order to try 
and use it to support his posi¬ 
tion. And he then ends up "see¬ 
ing" this quote as coming from 
SrTla Prabhupada even though it 
does not, and titles it" Sannyasis 
as gurus"! Whereas, we correctly 
see the quote as not coming from 
SrTla Prabhupada. Hence, BVKS's 
desire to be a guru pushes him 
to somehow see what he wants 
to see, rather than what is actu¬ 
ally there. And the IRM's desire 
to find the truth helps us see the 


truth. Thus, the preconceived ide¬ 
as or prejudices we have matter, 
for they will dictate what we will 
conclude. Therefore, to go back 
to the outcome stated at the out¬ 
set which puzzles devotees, some¬ 
times the GBC gurus and the IRM 
are not even actually reading "ex¬ 
actly the same teachings from 
Srila Prabhupada"! 

5) SrTla Prabhupada writes in 
the purport to Bhagavad-gita 
As It Is, 7.15 about those whose 
"knowledge is stolen by illusion". 
How such persons are "most¬ 
ly very learned fellows-great 
philosophers". And that even 
though they may be "scholars of 
the Gita" and the Gita states its 
conclusions in "plain and sim¬ 
ple language", such persons 
still ignore these "clear state¬ 
ments" because "the illusory 
energy misguides them". Illu- 
sioned by the desire to be wor¬ 
shipped 'as good as God' and 
usurp SrTla Prabhupada's posi¬ 
tion as ISKCON's diksa guru, we 
see a similar parallel with the un¬ 
authorised GBC gurus in ISKCON. 
Though such persons may also be 
'learned fellows", "great philoso¬ 
phers" and "scholars" of the scrip¬ 
ture, they are no less illusioned 
due to their illicit desires. And this 
illusion has stolen their knowl¬ 
edge of what SrTla Prabhupada 
actually states, leading them to 
faulty conclusions-as evidenced 
in every BTP issue. 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada's service, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our ma¬ 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un¬ 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity.This has been due to various deviations from the instruc¬ 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order —see back page to order your free copy. 
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Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Editing Srila Prabhupada’s Words 


Consider a person, let's call him 
Jack, who is quoted stating: 

"John attacked me." 

One can then claim that Jack 
said very clearly that John at¬ 
tacked him. Because those are 
the words Jack directly spoke, and 
therefore it is conclusive that Jack 
said John attacked him. However, 
if Jack's full statement was - 

"I would be upset if John at¬ 
tacked me" 

-then though it would be true 
that Jack did say "John attacked 
me", it would also be true that it 
is not a fact that Jack stated John 


yond Srila Prabhupada's words 
such as; "Regular guru", "disci¬ 
ple of my disciple", "grand-dis¬ 
ciple" etc." 

(PD email, 17/9/15) 

PD adds one other word to the 
two phrases quoted by the GBC 
resolution - "grand-disciple". 

Editing -1 

The GBC resolution quoted in 
the previous section claimed that: 

"Srila Prabhupada said that 
his disciples would become 
"regular gurus" and that each 
of their disciples would thus be 


pada actually states. 

Editing - 2 

To determine whether or not 
Srila Prabhupada did give such 
an order for "regular gurus", we 
can note that just a few seconds 
earlier in the conversation, Srila 
Prabhupada states the order he is 
going to give: 

Srila Prabhupada: "I shall rec¬ 
ommend some of you. After this 
is settled up, I shall recommend 
some of you to act as officiating 
acaryas ." 

Tamala Krsna: "Is that called 
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tion and the statements of Srila 
Prabhupada, the GBC concludes 
that Srila Prabhupada intended 
his disciples to become "regu¬ 
lar gurus" after he physically de¬ 
parted." 

Thus, the GBC's position relies 
on two phrases spoken by Srila 
Prabhupada": "regular gurus" and 
"disciple of my disciple". Similarly, 
in responding to the IRM's argu¬ 
ments, the then chairman of the 
GBC, Praghosa Dasa ("PD"), an¬ 
swered: 

"From a broader perspec¬ 
tive though I just cannot get be- 


"Srila Prabhupada said that 
his disciples would become 
"regular gurus"" 

Even though "when I order" is 
not "would become". "Would be¬ 
come" means the order has al¬ 
ready been given. "When I order" 
means if such an order is ever giv¬ 
en. Thus, the GBC resolution splic¬ 
es together words Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada did say with words he did 
not say. And, of course, through 
such a splicing technique one can 
'make' Srila Prabhupada appear 
to state anything one wants, even 
the opposite of what Srila Prabhu- 


t any 
abhu- 
diksa 

guru order- wouia oecome reg¬ 
ular gurus"-that he did not give. 

Editing-3 

We have just seen that: 

When I order—)” regular guru—► 
disciple of my disciple. 

The word "grand-disciple" is 
just another word for "disciple of 
my disciple", for a "disciple of my 
disciple" is a grand-disciple. And 
Srila Prabhupada actually states 
the word "grand-disciple" in the 
following way: 

"His grand-disciple ... When 
I order, "You become guru", he 



becomes regular guru. That's 
all. He becomes disciple of my 
disciple." 

(Room conversation, 28/5/77) 

Thus, Srila Prabhupada states 
the same thing before and after 
"when I order"-the emergence 
of a "grand-disciple" or "disciple 
of my disciple". Thus, these two 
terms cannot be divorced from 
each other, as the mention of 
"grand-disciple" here serves the 
same purpose as the mention of 
"disciple of my disciple"-they are 
both stated as emerging only due 
to "when I order". 

Thus, as with "disciple of my 
disciple", Srila Prabhupada does 
state "grand-disciple". But both a 
"grand-disciple" and "disciple of 
my disciple" only emerge when 
Srila Prabhupada gives an order 
to become a regular guru (diksa 
guru). Yet, this linkage is not men¬ 
tioned, and instead only the word 
"grand-disciple" is quoted, as we 
saw with ex-GBC Chairman PD. 

Conclusion 

The GBC has taken what Srila 
Prabhupada does state and then 
they: 

a) Change the word "his" to "he 
is", in "his grand-disciple" (see BTP 
53, "Changing Srila Prabhupada's 
Words"). 

b) Splice in words not said. 

c) Edit out words Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada did say. 

Without doing this, their whole 
case for the guru hoax collapses. 
And, indeed, if the GBC did actu¬ 
ally have a case, it would not need 
to resort to such deceptive editing 
techniques. 



Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare HareA^and be happy! 



























Page 2 • Issue 56 • Summer 2017* Back To Prabhupada 


Published quarterly 

Founded under the inspiration of 
His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada, Founder-Aca/ya, 
International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) 

Editor: Krishnakant 


Changing address? 

Don't miss out on your free 
subscription to BTP! 

Contact us as below. 


For more information, and 
letters to the editor, please 
write to: 

Back To Prabhupada 
PO Box 1056, BUSHEY 
GREAT BRITAIN, WD23 3BR 

or email: 

irm@iskconirm.com 

website: 

www.iskconirm.com 

Want to receive BTP but don't want 
anyone to see or know? Then ask 
for your subscription to be sent in 
a plain, unmarked envelope. This 
confidential service is offered free 
of charge. Simply let us know. And 
tell potential subscribers about this 


service too. 

Contents Page 

Editing SrTla Prabhupada's 
Words.3 

The Purpose of SrTla 
Prabhupada's System.4 

SrTla Prabhupada's List of 
Deputies.5 

Overwhelmed by the Desire to 
Be Guru.6 

State of ISKCON's Leadership.7 

BTP Interactive.8 

Failing to Follow SrTla 
Prabhupada's Books.13 

GBC Protects Guilty Guru.14 

Principles v. Property.15 

Defeated Arguments.16 



BACK TO PRABHUPADA 


Prejudice Prevents Understanding 


Welcome to issue 56 of Back To 
Prabhupada (BTP). 

1) An outcome that puzzles 
devotees is the GBC gurus and the 
IRM both supposedly reading and 
accepting exactly the same teach¬ 
ings from SrTla Prabhupada, but 
reaching diametrically opposed 
conclusions. However, if one be¬ 
gins with a preconceived idea 
then one will interpret whatev¬ 
er one f 


He then gave the reference 
for the quote as being "From Srila 
Prabhupada's lecture at the sannya- 
sa initiation of Trivikrama Mahara¬ 
ja-July 27, 1971 New York". 

(One can see a screenshot of 
the website from that day as evi¬ 
dence here: iskconirm.com/bvs). 

3) However, this quote that 
was presented as being from a 
lecture by SrTla Prabhupada is ac- 
jallv not from SrTla Prabhupada 
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truth. Thus, the preconceived ide¬ 
as or prejudices we have matter, 
for they will dictate what we will 
conclude. Therefore, to go back 
to the outcome stated at the out¬ 
set which puzzles devotees, some¬ 
times the GBC gurus and the IRM 
are not even actually reading "ex¬ 
actly the same teachings from 
Srila Prabhupada"! 

5) SrTla Prabhupada writes in 
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titled " Sannyasis as gurus . ra. 
the quote stated that: 

"This is parivrajakacarya be¬ 
cause our sannyasis they can 
begin there and then there is 
paramahamsa stage. When one 
becomes a little advanced and 
purified by this process he can 
take some disciples." 


as gurus"! Whereas, we correctly 
see the quote as not coming from 
SrTla Prabhupada. Hence, BVKS's 
desire to be a guru pushes him 
to somehow see what he wants 
to see, rather than what is actu¬ 
ally there. And the IRM's desire 
to find the truth helps us see the 


IllUblUll i iuj 

edge of what SrTla Prabhupada 
actually states, leading them to 
faulty conclusions-as evidenced 
in every BTP issue. 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 
In SrTla Prabhupada's service, 
Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our ma¬ 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un¬ 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity.This has been due to various deviations from the instruc¬ 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order —see back page to order your free copy. 
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Editing Srila Prabhupada’s Words 


Consider a person, let's call him 
Jack, who is quoted stating: 

"John attacked me." 

One can then claim that Jack 
said very clearly that John at¬ 
tacked him. Because those are 
the words Jack directly spoke, and 
therefore it is conclusive that Jack 
said John attacked him. However, 
if Jack's full statement was- 

"I would be upset if John at¬ 
tacked me" 

-then though it would be true 
that Jack did say "John attacked 
me", it would also be true that it 
is not a fact that Jack stated John 
did attack him. In other words, 
through editing a statement, by 
only taking part of it, even though 
you are "quoting" it accurately, 
you can make it "conclude" what¬ 
ever you want it to, even the op¬ 
posite of what is being stated! 

We will see how the guru hoax 
depends on such editing of Srila 
Prabhupada's words. 

The claim 

The GBC resolution dealing 
with what Srila Prabhupada's 
system of initiation would be in 
ISKCON after his physical depar¬ 
ture (Resolution 409,2004), states: 

"Srila Prabhupada said that 
his disciples would become 
"regular gurus" and that each of 
their disciples would thus be a 
"disciple of my disciple." On the 
strength of our Vaisnava tradi¬ 
tion and the statements of Srila 
Prabhupada, the GBC concludes 
that Srila Prabhupada intended 
his disciples to become "regu¬ 
lar gurus" after he physicallyde- 
parted." 

Thus, the GBC's position relies 
on two phrases spoken by Srila 
Prabhupada": "regular gurus" and 
"disciple of my disciple". Similarly, 
in responding to the IRM's argu¬ 
ments, the then chairman of the 
GBC, Praghosa Dasa ("PD"), an¬ 
swered: 

"From a broader perspec¬ 
tive though I just cannot get be¬ 


yond Srila Prabhupada's words 
such as; "Regular guru", "disci¬ 
ple of my disciple", "grand-dis¬ 
ciple" etc." 

(PD email, 17/9/15) 

PD adds one other word to the 
two phrases quoted by the GBC 
resolution - "grand-disciple". 

Editing -1 

The GBC resolution quoted in 
the previous section claimed that: 

"Srila Prabhupada said that 
his disciples would become 
"regular gurus" and that each 
of their disciples would thus be 
a "disciple of my disciple"." 

The only time Srila Prabhupada 
uses the phrases "regular guru" 
and "disciple of my disciple", Srila 
Prabhupada actually states: 

"When I order, "You become 
guru", he becomes regular guru. 
That's all. He becomes disciple 
of my disciple." 

(Room conversation, 28/5/77) 

Thus, as the GBC claims, Srila 
Prabhupada does state "regular 
guru" and "disciple of my disci¬ 
ple", and that the latter emerges 
due to the existence of the former. 
But, Srila Prabhupada states that 
"regular gurus" emerge only when 
and ifS rlla Prabhupada first issues 
an order for the same: 

"When I order, "You become 
guru", he becomes regular guru." 

Yet, the GBC resolution has 
changed this to "would become": 

"Srila Prabhupada said that 
his disciples would become 
"regular gurus"". 

Even though "when I order" is 
not "would become". "Would be¬ 
come" means the order has al¬ 
ready been given. "When I order" 
means if such an order is ever giv¬ 
en. Thus, the GBC resolution splic¬ 
es together words Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada did say with words he did 
not say. And, of course, through 
such a splicing technique one can 
'make' Srila Prabhupada appear 
to state anything one wants, even 
the opposite of what Srila Prabhu¬ 


pada actually states. 

Editing - 2 

To determine whether or not 
Srila Prabhupada did give such 
an order for "regular gurus", we 
can note that just a few seconds 
earlier in the conversation, Srila 
Prabhupada states the order he is 
going to give: 

Srila Prabhupada: "I shall rec¬ 
ommend some of you. After this 
is settled up, I shall recommend 
some of you to act as officiating 
acdryas ." 

Tamala Krsna: "Is that called 
rtvik-acarya ?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "Rtvik, yes." 
(Room conversation, 28/5/77) 

Srila Prabhupada states that 
he intends to recommend some 
persons to act as "rtvik". And such 
an order was indeed subsequent¬ 
ly given on July 9th, 1977, to 11 
such rtviks, who would conduct 
initiations to only produce initiat¬ 
ed disciples of Srila Prabhupada. 
There is no mention of an order 
for these 11 rtviks to become the 
diksa gurus which would cause 
Srila Prabhupada to have a "dis¬ 
ciple of my disciple". Therefore, 
the GBC resolution should actual¬ 
ly have said: 

"Srila Prabhupada said that his 
disciples would become "rtvik"". 

But instead, they edit out any 
mention of the order Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada did give, and state a diksa 
guru order-"would become reg¬ 
ular gurus"-that he did not give. 

Editing - 3 

We have just seen that: 

When I order—* regular guru—* 
disciple of my disciple. 

The word "grand-disciple" is 
just another word for "disciple of 
my disciple", for a "disciple of my 
disciple" is a grand-disciple. And 
Srila Prabhupada actually states 
the word "grand-disciple" in the 
following way: 

"His grand-disciple ... When 
I order, "You become guru", he 



Srila Prabhupada: 

His words should not be edited 


becomes regular guru. That's 
all. He becomes disciple of my 
disciple." 

(Room conversation, 28/5/77) 

Thus, Srila Prabhupada states 
the same thing before and after 
"when I order"-the emergence 
of a "grand-disciple" or "disciple 
of my disciple". Thus, these two 
terms cannot be divorced from 
each other, as the mention of 
"grand-disciple" here serves the 
same purpose as the mention of 
"disciple of my disciple"-they are 
both stated as emerging only due 
to "when I order". 

Thus, as with "disciple of my 
disciple", Srila Prabhupada does 
state "grand-disciple". But both a 
"grand-disciple" and "disciple of 
my disciple" only emerge when 
Srila Prabhupada gives an order 
to become a regular guru (diksa 
guru). Yet, this linkage is not men¬ 
tioned, and instead only the word 
"grand-disciple" is quoted, as we 
saw with ex-GBC Chairman PD. 

Conclusion 

The GBC has taken what Srila 
Prabhupada does state and then 
they: 

a) Change the word "his" to "he 
is", in "his grand-disciple" (see BTP 
53, "Changing Srila Prabhupada's 
Words"). 

b) Splice in words not said. 

c) Edit out words Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada did say. 

Without doing this, their whole 
case for the guru hoax collapses. 
And, indeed, if the GBC did actu¬ 
ally have a case, it would not need 
to resort to such deceptive editing 
techniques. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Purpose of Srila Prabhupada’s System 


The application of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's rtvik system of initiation 
for ISKCON will depend on its pur¬ 
pose. If the purpose is temporary, 
due to being conditional or re¬ 
stricted in some way, then its ap¬ 
plication will similarly be tempo¬ 
rary. Conversely, if its purpose is of 
a permanent nature, then its ap¬ 
plication will also be permanent. 
Emphases below added. 

The purpose 

1) The July 9th, 1977 directive, 
approved and counter-signed by 
SrTla Prabhupada and sent to all 
ISKCON temples and GBCs, states 
that rtviks were being appointed: 

"for the purpose of perform¬ 
ing initiations, both first initia¬ 
tion and second initiation ." 

Thus, the purpose of this rtvik 
system is to enable "first initiation 
and second initiation" to be per¬ 
formed generally in ISKCON. 

2 ) On 28/5/77, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is asked by Satsvarupa Dasa: 

"Then our next question con¬ 
cerns initiation in the future, 
particularly at that time when 
you are no longer with us. We 
want to know how first and sec¬ 
ond initiation would be con¬ 
ducted" 

Note the direct correspond¬ 
ence with what is stated in the July 
9th, 1977 directive. SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is asked how "first and sec¬ 
ond initiations" would be "con¬ 
ducted" (performed). In addition, 
SrTla Prabhupada is asked about 
this for "particularly at that time 
when you are no longer with us". 
SrTla Prabhupada then answers 
that he would "recommend" some 
persons who would be: 

"Rtvik, yes" 

Which corresponds to the ap¬ 
pointment made in the July 9th, 
1977 directive. 

3) Then, in a room conversa¬ 
tion held on 7/7/77, it is stated: 

Tamala Krsna ("TKG"): "We're 
receiving a number of letters now, 
and these are people who want 


to get initiated. So up until now, 
since your becoming ill, we asked 
them to wait." 

Srlla Prabhupada: "The lo¬ 
cal, mean, senior sannyasis can do 
that." 

SrTla Prabhupada then sets 
out the rtvik system that was put 
in writing 2 days later in the July 
9th, 1977 directive. Thus, it is clear 
that rather than initations be¬ 
ing stopped due to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's illness, SrTla Prabhupada in¬ 
stead proposed the rtvik system to 
continue initiations in ISKCON. 

Not temporary 

Thus, 3 times SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada stated that the purpose of 
the rtvik initiation system was 
only for the general performance 
of initiations in ISKCON, and not 
due to any temporary purpose, 
such as his illness. Therefore, the 
system would need to apply for 
as long as such initiations would 
be required to be performed in 
ISKCON. And initiations would 
always be required to be per¬ 
formed in ISKCON, as it is stat¬ 
ed in SrTla Prabhupada's books 
that one gets initiated in ISKCON 
6 months after joining (Cc., Mad- 
hya-lila, 15.108). Hence, the sys¬ 
tem would be required for as long 
as ISKCON exists. 

"India I am here" 

On 7/7/77, whilst discussing 
the names of those who would be 
representatives (rtviks) for India, 
SrTla Prabhupada included him¬ 
self as being able to perform ini¬ 
tiations: 

TKG:"ls there someone else in 
India that you want to do this?" 

Srila Prabhupada:"lndia, I am 

here. We shall see. In India, Jaya- 
pataka." 

TKG:"Jayapataka Maharaja." 

Srila Prabhupada: "You are 
also in India." 

Because the purpose of the 
system was to perform initiations 
in ISKCON, and this system was set 


up to begin whilst SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada was still physically present, 
it would include being applied 
during SrTla Prabhupada's physi¬ 
cal presence. But, as ISKCON was 
established to endure long after 
SrTla Prabhupada's physical dis¬ 
appearance, initiations in ISKCON 
would need to continue in SrTla 
Prabhupada's physical absence 
as well. Therefore, in addition to 
mentioning he can initiate, SrTla 
Prabhupada also makes arrange¬ 
ments for Jayapataka and TKG to 
initiate in India. And in this way in¬ 
itiations in ISKCON could also con¬ 
tinue in SrTla Prabhupada's physi¬ 
cal absence via the rtvik initiation 
system. 

Initiated disciples book 

As already established, the 
purpose of the rtvik initiation sys¬ 
tem is to ensure that initiations 
will always continue in ISKCON. 
Arrangements were also made for 
immediate post-initiation re¬ 
cord-keeping. In the 7/7/77 room 
conversation, it is stated: 

TKG: "that book I'm maintain- 
ingofall of your disciples'names? 
Should I continue that?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "Hmm." 

TKG then stated that the 
names should be sent to him to 
enter in the book, by having them 
sent to their joint location , where 
he and SrTla Prabhupada were: 

"he should send the per¬ 
son's name to us here, and I'll 
enter it in the book ." 

Thus, since the rtvik system 
was set up to begin whilst SrTla 
Prabhupada was physically pre¬ 
sent, the immediate record-keep¬ 
ing of the names necessitated 
that they be sent to the location 
where the book was kept by SrTla 
Prabhupada's secretary, TKG, so 
that he could receive and enter 
them into the book. Which at that 
time, for the foreseeable future, 
would have been the same as SrTla 
Prabhupada's location, since TKG 
was always with SrTla Prabhupada 



as his secretary. Hence,TKG stated 
that the names should be sent to 
"us here". Therefore, after the rtvik 
system of initiation was set out in 
the July 9th, 1977 directive, a final 
sentence was added giving this 
immediate post-initiation record¬ 
keeping mechanism of needing to 
send the names to wherever SrTla 
Prabhupada was, so that they 
could be received and entered by 
TKG, as already discussed: 

"The name of a newly ini¬ 
tiated disciple should be sent 
by the representative who has 
accepted him or her to Srila 
Prabhupad, to be included in 
His Divine Grace's "Initiated Dis¬ 
ciples" book." 

Therefore, there are two differ¬ 
ent procedures given in the July 
9th, 1977 directive: 

1) The initiation system, 
whose purpose is to always initi¬ 
ate everyone in ISKCON. 

2) The immediate post-initia¬ 
tion record-keeping mechanism. 

2) is not part of the initiation 
system, and SrTla Prabhupada is 
mentioned only for the purpose 
of giving the initial location of the 
book. Therefore, it cannot change 
the purpose of the initiation sys¬ 
tem to always perform initiations 
in ISKCON. 


Conclusion 

The rtvik initiation system's 
purpose confirms that it is to be 
applied in ISKCON for as long as 
initiations are required. This is fur¬ 
ther confirmed by the fact that 
SrTla Prabhupada never ordered 
for this system to be terminated. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada’s List of Deputies 


Recently, GBC-elected guru HH 
Trivikrama Swami wrote to us, 
arguing that the July 9th, 1977 di¬ 
rective mentioned in the previous 
article was not a "final order" on 
initiations for ISKCON. Instead, he 
claims that on October 18th, 1977, 
SrTla Prabhupada gave his actu¬ 
al "Final Order" to HH Jayapata- 
ka Swami ("JPS") and others 
"to begin initiating their own 
disciples." (Email sent to us on 
11/8/17). Other ISKCON GBC gu¬ 
rus have also made the same ar¬ 
gument. However, there are at 
least 7 proofs that this was not 
a final order for JPS to become a 
diksa guru (emphases added): 

1) SrTla Prabhupada states that 
JPS is to act according to a "list" of 
names of "deputies" he had given: 

Srila Prabhupada: "So, depu¬ 
ties, Jayapataka's name was there? 
[...] This initiation. I have deputed 
the... my disciples. [...] You have 
got the list of the names?" 

Tamala Krsna: "Yes, SrTla 
Prabhupada." 

(Room Conversation, 18/10/77) 

However, the only time SrTla 
Prabhupada had ever given a list 
of names in respect of initiation, 
with JPS's name, was in the July 
9th, 1977 directive. There it clearly 
states that those on the list would 
only ever act on SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's behalf to produce SrTla 
Prabhupada's initiated disciples: 

"these representatives may 
accept the devotee as an initiat¬ 
ed disciple of Srila Prabhupad". 
(July 9th, 1977 directive to all Tem¬ 
ple Presidents and GBCs) 

2) SrTla Prabhupada states:" 

"So I think Jayapataka can 

do that if he likes. I have already 
deputed. Tell him." 

(Room Conversation, 18/10/77) 

SrTla Prabhupada states that 
JPS must act now according to the 
manner in which he had been "al¬ 
ready deputed". This deputation, 
as we just saw, occurred on July 
9th, 1977, and meant that JPS was 
to act on behalf of SrTla Prabhu¬ 


pada to produce initiated disciples 
of SrTla Prabhupada. Hence, one 
cannot claim that those named 
on the "list" as "deputies" were to 
now change the function they had 
been assigned on that list in the 
July 9th, 1977 directive, and in¬ 
stead act as diksa gurus. 

3) SrTla Prabhupada had al¬ 
ready stated (Letter, 2/12/75) that 
it was not possible for a disciple 
to initiate in SrTla Prabhupada's 
physical presence, otherwise it 
would break the "law of disciplic 
succession". Thus, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada could not have been giving 
an order on October 18th, 1977 
for JPS to go and initiate his own 
disciples, as then he would be act¬ 
ing as a diksa guru in SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's physical presence. 

4) As detailed in the July 9th, 
1977 directive, the rtvik system 
enabled initiations to occur only 
via the use of Temple Presidents 
and rtviks, and thus without SrTla 
Prabhupada being involved at all. 
Therefore, it does not depend on 
SrTla Prabhupada's physical con¬ 
dition. Hence, when SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada states - 

"And if by Krsna's grace I re¬ 
cover from this condition, then 
I shall begin again, or I may not 
be pressed in this condition to 
initiate." 

(Room Conversation, 18/10/77) 

-clearly this cannot be refer¬ 
ring to the July 9th, 1977 directive 
rtvik initiation system, as this was 
not affected at all by SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's physical "condition". Thus, 
this system of initiation is not be¬ 
ing stopped here, and hence JPS 
is being asked to initiate accord¬ 
ing to this July 9th, 1977 directive 
in which he was named in the"list" 
as one of the rfv/7cs/"deputies". 

5) Therefore, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada can only be referring to that 
activity which does depend on 
his physical "condition". And this 
was him physically conducting an 
initiation in person. Because, as 
shown in the previous article un¬ 


der the section "India I am here", 
SrTla Prabhupada states that he 
can also conduct initiation cere¬ 
monies himself in India, in addi¬ 
tion to the rtvik system. And this 
was the situation we had here, be¬ 
cause Mr. Sukamal Roy Chowdury 
had flown all the way from New 
York to Vrndavana to get initiat¬ 
ed by SrTla Prabhupada in person: 

Srila Prabhupada: "Hare Krsna. 
One Bengali gentleman has come 
from New York?" 

Tamala Krsna: "Yes. Mr. Suka¬ 
mal Roy Chowdury." 

(Room conversation, 18/10/77) 

And thus, because SrTla 
Prabhupada is physically unwell, 
he states he has stopped physi¬ 
cally performing initiations him¬ 
self, and asks that they instead be 
carried out by the disciples he has 
already "deputed": 

Srila Prabhupada: "I stop for 
the time being. Is that all right?" 

Tamala Krsna: "Stopped do¬ 
ing what, SrTla Prabhupada?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "This initi¬ 
ation. I have deputed the... my dis¬ 
ciples." 

And this deputation, as we al¬ 
ready saw, was set out in the July 
9th, 1977 directive where he had 
named JPS to act as a rtvik. 

6) SrTla Prabhupada states 
that whatever he was stopping 
was being stopped temporarily, 
and that he would resume if his 
health recovered: 

" I stop for the time being . 
[...] And if by Krsna's grace I re¬ 
cover from this condition, then I 
shall begin again". 

(Room conversation, 18/10/77) 

Thus, SrTla Prabhupada could 
not be issuing a "final order" to 
JPS to succeed him as a diksa guru, 
because he is not in any case in¬ 
tending to stop initiating perma¬ 
nently, and thus no final order for 
succession could be given. Rath¬ 
er, as shown above, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is actually referring to tem¬ 
porarily stopping conducting ini¬ 
tiation ceremonies himself in per- 
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son, which he would resume if his 
health recovered. 

7) Since SrTla Prabhupada's 
health did not recover after 18th 
October, 1977, if SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada had been referring in this 
conversation to stopping initiat¬ 
ing via the July 9th, 1977 system 
of using rtviks, then for the latter 
half of October and November, 
there would have been zero dis¬ 
ciples initiated by SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. However, the "SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada disciples database", main¬ 
tained by BBT online, shows that 
through October and Novem¬ 
ber, right up until when SrTla 
Prabhupada physically departed, 
dozens of disciples continued to 
be initiated by SrTla Prabhupada. 
Thus, we know for a fact that 
SrTla Prabhupada did not stop in¬ 
itiating disciples around October 
18th, 1977, and thus this was not 
what he was referring to "stop¬ 
ping" in this conversation. Nor, 
crucially, does he ever state that 
this rtvik initiation system is to 
be stopped (see previous article). 
Hence, when he asks JPS to initi¬ 
ate as a "deputy", he is asking him 
to continue initiating via the July 
9th, 1977 rtvik/ deputy system. 

Conclusion 

These points were sent to Tri¬ 
vikrama Swami but he has not 
been able to reply. Those who are 
supposedly the most spiritually 
advanced 'as good as God' gurus 
are unable to accept a conclusion 
so clear that it can be established 
in at least *7* different ways. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Overwhelmed by the Desire to Be Guru 


Below is a stunning indictment 
of the consequences that arise 
from the desire to be worshipped 
'as good as God' by assuming the 
unauthorised position of succes¬ 
sor to SrTla Prabhupada. All em¬ 
phases added. 

GBC gurus not good 

In regards to the GBC-author- 
ised diksa guru successors to SrTla 
Prabhupada ("the guru hoax"), 
the GBC has stated: 

"In order to focus more ful¬ 
ly on Srlla Prabhupada and eve¬ 
ry devotee's special relation¬ 
ship with him, an ISKCON siksa 
or diksa guru may accept pub¬ 
lic guru-puja (arati and/or foot 
bathing) in person once a year 
on ISKCON property on his or 
her Vyasa-puja." 

(GBC Resolution 316, 2009) 

The resolution states that the 
worship of GBC-authorised diksa 
guru successors to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada must be restricted to once 
a year in order to increase the fo¬ 
cus on SrTla Prabhupada. Thus, 
this resolution accepts that hav¬ 
ing such successors, who will au¬ 
tomatically be worshipped by 
their "disciples", means that the fo¬ 
cus is automatically taken off SrTla 
Prabhupada by such successors 
and their worship. 

The logical conclusion of this 
reasoning would therefore be to 
do away with such successors al¬ 
together, because then all the fo¬ 
cus would be on SrTla Prabhupada. 
Otherwise, it is like saying: 

"In order to focus more fully on 
one's wife, one may see one's mis¬ 
tress only once a year." 

It is true that restricting con¬ 
tact with one's mistress will in¬ 
crease the focus on one's wife. 
However, by this reasoning, it is 
also true that cutting off all con¬ 
tact, and thus eliminating one's 
mistress altogether, would lead 
to maximum focus on one's wife. 
And hence that is the action one 
should take, since greater focus 


on one's wife (or in this case SrTla 
Prabhupada) is the desired goal. 

That said, at least a partial re¬ 
striction on GBC guru worship 
that leads to a partial increase in 
the focus on SrTla Prabhupada is 
better than no restriction at all. 

Desperate for worship 

However, for one of these GBC 
voted-in "successor" diksa gurus, 
even this partial restriction on his 
worship in order to partially in¬ 
crease the focus on SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is too much to bear: 

"this is not my first Vyasa- 
puja this year. I think it's num¬ 
ber 11 or something like that. 
You're only supposed to have 

one according to the GBC so we 

call these ' guru-disciple meet¬ 

ings '." 

(HH Indradyumna Swami ("IDS") 

' Vyasa-puja ', Silicon Valley, 10/6/17) 

Hence, IDS is openly flouting 
the GBC resolution which states 
that his Vyasa-puja worship must 
be restricted to once a year so that 
more focus can be placed on SrTla 
Prabhupada. Rather, such worship 
only once a year is not enough for 
IDS, and hence he has needed it at 
least 11 times and counting! Not 
only that, but he admits to using 
a cheating tactic of calling such 
worship celebrations "guru-disci¬ 
ple meetings" to circumvent the 
GBC ruling against multiple Vya- 
sa-pOja ceremonies. Therefore, so 
desperate is IDS to be worshipped 
rather than have extra focus be 
put on SrTla Prabhupada, that he 
will adopt word-jugglery and defy 
even the GBC. Even though it is 
only through their authority and 
votes that he became a GBC diksa 
guru, able to take such worship in 
ISKCON, in the first place. 

Basic guru-tattva 

A basic principle of guru-tat¬ 
tva is that the diksa guru is only 
able to give that which he already 
possesses, and this is repeated in 
SrTla Prabhupada's books in many 


different ways. For example, a well 
known teaching of the Bhaga- 
vad-gita is that the spiritual mas¬ 
ter can impart knowledge to you 
because he has already seen this 
truth, i.e. he is in possession of it: 

"The self-realized soul can 
impart knowledge unto you be¬ 
cause he has seen the truth." 

( Bg ., 4.34) 

And the guru cannot liberate 
someone else unless he himself is 
also liberated: 

" Because the bound can¬ 
not help the bound, the rescu¬ 
er must be liberated . Therefore, 
only Lord Krsna, or His bona 
fide representative the spiritu¬ 
al master, can release the condi¬ 
tioned soul." 

(fig., 7.14) 

And consequently, unqual¬ 
ified gurus who are not on the 
highest level cannot give that 
which they do not possess: 

"A neophyte Vaisnava or a 
Vaisnava situated on the inter¬ 
mediate platform can also ac¬ 
cept disciples, but such disci¬ 
ples must be on the same plat¬ 
form, and it should be under¬ 
stood that they cannot advance 
very well toward the ultimate 
goal of life under his insufficient 
guidance ." 

(The Nectar of Instruction, Verse 5) 

Beyond uttama-adhikari 

At another Vyasa-puja ceremo¬ 
ny dedicated to worshipping him 
as the spiritual master, IDS offers 
this justification for his position as 
the spiritual master: 

"So it's the spiritual master 
who really takes to heart and 
really appreciates our initial ef¬ 
forts in Krishna consciousness. 
[...] He takes us from sraddha to 
prema. He takes us through the 
initial steps of kanistha-adhikari, 
madhyama-adhikari , and to ut¬ 
tama-adhikari and beyond." 

(IDS Vyasa-puja class, Moscow, 7/5/17) 

IDS is correct that the genuine 
bona fide spiritual master is able 



to give us prema and take us to 
the topmost level of spiritual ad¬ 
vancement - "uttama-adhikari and 
beyond". Because, as explained 
in the previous section, such a 
bona fide guru would already 
be situated on this level. And 
that bona fide guru for ISKCON is 
SrTla Prabhupada. However, IDS is 
here also including himself as be¬ 
ing such a spiritual master, and is 
therefore stating that he himself 
is also on the same spiritual level 
as SrTla Prabhupada. Such a gran¬ 
diose claim would explain why he 
feels justified in not following the 
GBC, and instead cheating in or¬ 
der to take the focus away from 
SrTla Prabhupada via his own un¬ 
authorised worship. 

Conclusion 

Having usurped SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's position as the diksa guru 
of ISKCON, IDS has become over¬ 
whelmed by his desire to be an 
unauthorised guru successor to 
such an extent that: 

a) Having desired to be wor¬ 
shipped 'as good as God', IDS has 
become so attached to this posi¬ 
tion that he is unable to restrain 
himself in accepting worship, 
even cheating to defy the GBC in 
accepting such worship. 

b) He has also ended up ef¬ 
fectively claiming that he is on 
the same highest level of spiritual 
advancement as SrTla Prabhupada. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The State of ISKCON’s Leadership 




% 


The GBC (Governing Body Com¬ 
mission) should provide leader¬ 
ship to the whole of ISKCON. And 
in turn, its Chairman is supposed 
to provide leadership to the GBC. 
Thus, the Chairman should be re¬ 
sponsible for providing the most 
important leadership to the whole 
of ISKCON. Below we see the state 
of such leadership, as offered by 
the GBC Chairman HH Bhakti 
Charu Swami ("BCS"). 

Diksa guru relationship 

"Don't try to develop your 
love for your Guru Maharaja as 
Prabhupada's disciples devel¬ 
oped their love for Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada. My response will be: Try 
to develop your love for Srlla 
Prabhupada as you saw how his 
disciples developed their love 
for him." 

(BCS, Italy, 9/6/17) 

BCS states that those who are 
disciples of the GBC "diksa gurus" 
("your Guru Maharaja") should 
not relate to them via the stand¬ 
ard diksa guru-disciple relation¬ 
ship, as practised by disciples of 
Srlla Prabhupada. Rather, he states 
that they should also develop 
their love for Srlla Prabhupada by 
relating to Srlla Prabhupada in the 
same way that his disciples related 
to him-which would be as their 
diksa guru. Hence, like the IRM, 
BCS is proposing that everyone 
in ISKCON should relate to Srlla 
Prabhupada as their diksa guru. 

I am an impediment 

BCS's position has always 
been that one cannot relate to 
Srlla Prabhupada as the diksa 
guru since this is supposedly not 
the historical tradition: 

"The difference is that rtviks 
are saying that Prabhupada will 
continue to give diksa. That is 
the point that we cannot accept 
because there is no such prece¬ 
dence in the past." 

(BCS Lecture, 14/8/04) 

But if he accepts this, then he 


would also have to accept that 
his equivalent proposal-where¬ 
by the supposed"diksa guru" (the 
GBC "diksa guru") is not treated 
as the diksa guru, and instead the 
person who is supposedly not the 
diksa guru (Srlla Prabhupada) is 
treated as the diksa guru-is also 
not the traditional way. Thus, he 
is proposing that tradition is fol¬ 
lowed by not following it! 

BCS then goes on to explain 
why he is proposing that the disci¬ 
ples of the GBC diksa gurus should 
give precedence to Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada over their GBC diksa gurus 
in this way-to ensure the focus 
on Srlla Prabhupada and unity in 
ISKCON: 

"Why I am saying it? Because 
if we see the diksa guru as the 
center and we develop a deep 
relationship with him, then we 
are actually running the risk of 
causing a split in ISKCON. [...] 
the focus should be on Srlla 
Prabhupada. Then only will we 
be united". 

(BCS, Italy, 9/6/17) 

But, by this logic, ISKCON will 
be the most united and focused 
on Srlla Prabhupada if the GBC 
diksa gurus such as BCS are elimi¬ 
nated altogether, and instead only 
Srlla Prabhupada is the diksa guru 
for ISKCON. We presented the 
same logic in the previous article 
regarding the worship of the GBC 
diksa gurus and keeping the focus 
on Srlla Prabhupada. 

Banning is wrong 

BCS also states that as GBC 
Chairman he will take action to 
stop devotees being banned from 
ISKCON temples: 

"Devotees are being banned 
from the temple. Did Srlla 
Prabhupada establish ISKCON 
all over the world just for that? 
It's very, very unfortunate and I 
can assure you that we are go¬ 
ing to take it up in ISKCON GBC 
and we are trying to do, we are 
going to do something. This 


statement of mine is not as a 
member of this committee but 
as a Chairman of the GBC body." 
(BCS, Town Hall Meeting, 15/5/17) 

But ISKCON UK's HQ has been 
banning devotees for over 25 
years, and such bans were presid¬ 
ed over by BCS's own disciple Da- 
modara Dasa, when he was the 
Temple President. ISKCON Law 
8.4.2.2 states a devotee can be: 

"Prohibited for visiting or 
living in a specified temple or 
community". 

And this law has been quot¬ 
ed as part of GBC Resolution 303, 
1999, to ban anyone who agrees 
with the IRM that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is the diksa guru from vis¬ 
iting any ISKCON temple. These 
are all actions BCS has supported. 
And yet, now he is claiming that 
all these actions of banning are 
not in line with Srlla Prabhupada's 
desires. Which means he has also 
been acting against Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada's desires for all these years 
by supporting such bans. 

Guru hoax catastrophe 

Shortly before he took up the 
GBC Chairmanship, BCS claimed: 

""So what about this 11 per¬ 
sons, 11 devotees that Prabhu¬ 
pada actually named?" My re¬ 
sponse to that is that Prabhu¬ 
pada named them because 
Prabhupada saw that that is 
how he could actually avoid a 
major catastrophe after he left 
the planet. Because how can we 
consider that Srlla Prabhupada, 
who is a pure devotee of the 
Lord, made some arrangement 
which did not succeed. How can 
Prabhupada's arrangement be 
a failure?" 

(BCS, New Talavan, 20-21/11/16) 

BCS addresses the issue of the 
11 rtviks mentioned in previous 
articles. He refers to Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada naming them to act for af¬ 
ter Srlla Prabhupada left the plan¬ 
et in order to avoid a "major ca¬ 
tastrophe". Thus, BCS is claiming 
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that Srlla Prabhupada named (ap¬ 
pointed) them to act as diksa guru 
successors rather than rtviks, be¬ 
cause we already quoted BCS stat¬ 
ing he rejects SrTla Prabhupada 
continuing to give diksa via rtviks 
after he has left the planet. 

BCS claims that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada appointed these 11 diksa 
gurus to prevent "catastrophe". 
But their acting as 11 appointed 
diksa gurus caused a catastrophe, 
a point which has already been ac¬ 
knowledged by the GBC, of which 
he is now the Chairman. For exam¬ 
ple, the GBC Executive Commit¬ 
tee accepted HH Tamala Krsna 
Goswami ("TKG") stating that be¬ 
lieving in this diksa guru appoint¬ 
ment was the "greatest disservice": 

"Myself and the other GBC 
have done the greatest disser¬ 
vice to this movement the last 
three years because we inter¬ 
preted the appointment of rtviks 
as the appointment of gurus." 
(TKG, 3/12/80, quoted in ISKCON Jour¬ 
nal 1990, GBC Executive Committee) 

BCS also claims that we need 
to accept this diksa guru appoint¬ 
ment because SrTla Prabhupada 
would not make a faulty arrange¬ 
ment. It is a fact that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada would not err in his arrange¬ 
ments, but SrTla Prabhupada did 
not name those 11 people as 
diksa gurus, as agreed by the GBC 
which he now chairs. 

Conclusion 

Thus, before trying to lead 
the Society, the GBC Chairman 
first needs to provide leadership 
to himself, as he does not know 
whether he is coming or going! 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare 1 and be happy! 





Page 8 • Issue 56 • Summer 2017 • Back To Prabhupada 


BTP Interactive 


Deviance has no race 

"Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

PAMHO. Thank you for your 
service. We need to obtain/main¬ 
tain purity in this movement to 
glorify Krishna, Prabhupada, and 
all our Vaisnava line. 

I am a black female in the USA. 
I took initiation from SatsvarGpa 
Dasa Goswami, thinking I was be¬ 
ing blessed by a "humble" disci¬ 
ple of SrTla Prabhupada-this was 
in 1988. Well, you know the histo¬ 
ry. Humility is just foreign to white 
males. 

The Final Order gave me much 
consolation. I was not going to 
get re-initiated by this group. 

I am already a disciple of SrTla 
Prabhupada -Ki Jail One would 
think that SrTla Prabhupada - if he 
was to order successors-would 
have chosen Indian disciples who 
did not have the bad habits and 
non-humility of the Westerners. 

History has shown that white 
males have hijacked the religions 
started by dark people. Judaism 
and Early Christianity have both 
been taken over by whites to the 
point where they are pretty much 
ceremonial. I see ISKCON going 
in the same direction. I pray that 
SrTla Prabhupada's early disci¬ 
ples — those who helped him 
and know the standards that he 
taught-and his Indian devotees 
will step up to the plate and get 
ISKCON Back to Prabhupada! 

Hari Bol." 

- Yamuna Devi DasI, Ohio, USA 

Editor replies: 

Yes, you are correct that you 
do not need to get re-initiated by 
the guru hoaxers, and that you are 
already a disciple of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada by strictly following him. I 
am happy to hear that The Final 
Order gave you much consolation. 

Please note that some of the 
original guru hoaxers were actu¬ 
ally "SrTla Prabhupada's early dis¬ 
ciples", and today's guru hoaxers 
are of all races, including many 
"Indian devotees". Conversely, 


supporters of the IRM who wish 
to get ISKCON Back to Prabhupada 
are also from all races. Thus, devi¬ 
ant desire has no race, and we are 
divided not by race, but by how 
we use our free will to either strict¬ 
ly follow SrTla Prabhupada, or de¬ 
viate from his teachings. 

Exposing the cheaters 

"Hari bo I Prabhu , 

I've received the last BTP. 
Thank you very much. It seems 
that this fraud will last eternally 
and that they will never be tired 
of arguing that they are right to 
cheat everybody in SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's society. Thank you for al¬ 
ways keeping the good and real 
direction. 

All glories to the awakened 
devotees!" 

- Oliver Colleau, Tours, France 

Editor replies: 

Thank you for letting us know 
you have received BTP. 

Yes, you are correct that this 
cheating will go on-this is the 
material world and thus there 
will always be cheating as it is 
" maya's kingdom" (SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada Lecture, 2/12/68), and "the 
entire human society has be¬ 
come an assembly of cheaters 
and cheated" (SB, 4.26.6). 

However, it is our responsi¬ 
bility to counteract this cheating 
and present the truth (all empha¬ 
ses added): 

"Our business is to point out 
who is not a saint." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Morning Walk, 
10/4/74) 

"I am very glad that you 
are challenging all of these so 
called swamis and gurus . My 
Guru Maharaja appreciated 
devotees who boldly present 
our Vaisnava philosophy. We 
must take advantage of eve¬ 
ry opportunity to defeat these 
rascals and drive them away, so 

please continue this strong atti¬ 
tude." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Letter, 30/11/71) 


"So we have to expose them. 
They are not leader; they are 
jackals. Jackals cannot anymore 
rule over. That should be our 
propaganda. Not only scientif¬ 
ic-all political field, social field, 
everything . They should be all 
kicked out. They should be re¬ 
placed by Krsna consciousness. 
Then people will be happy. This 
should be our program . Our, 
this propaganda means to make 
people happy. It is not a busi¬ 
ness, to make business and take 
some money." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Morning Walk, 
3/5/73) 

So, while others are busy "to 
make business and take some 
money", the IRM has taken up this 
"program" to expose the cheat¬ 
ers-specifically those in ISKCON, 
as they are doing the most mis¬ 
leading by doing it in SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's name . 

Clearing all confusion 

"Hare Krishna, 

All glories to SrTla Prabhupada. 

Just like to say that I'm still re¬ 
ceiving BTP magazines. I can't let 
you know by computer because I 
have no idea how to use one. 

Anyway I find the magazines 
quite interesting. 

But I'm confused, as I used to 
visit Bhaktivedanta Manor-can't 
anymore due to circumstanc¬ 
es-and I would sometimes say 
to devotees: what do you think 
of the IRM movement, and they 
would basically say it's nonsense. 

I live in a small town in North 
Wales with no association of dev¬ 
otees. Been practicing nearly 30 
years. Not likely to get initiated. 

I'm quite worried about be¬ 
ing a devotee, as the Christian Bi¬ 
ble says: Those who worship other 
gods will burn in hell for all eterni¬ 
ty. And Christianity appears a gen¬ 
uine religion but I don't agree to 
eating meat of course. 

But of course, I'm too addict¬ 
ed to Krsna to change faith. With- 



Srila Prabhupada: 

His program exposes false gurus 


out Krsna consciousness I'd have 
no life. Krsna consciousness is just 
something I got into. 

I have strong faith in Prabhu¬ 
pada, but he seemed to contra¬ 
dict himself. In the small book: 
Easy Journey to Other Planets he 
totally insists that no one has ever 
been to the moon. He insists it's 
not possible. But in another small 
book, Quest for Enlightenment, he 
writes: "Of course, I don't know if 
they've been to the moon." 

I find this very confusing. I've 
never brought the issue up with 
any devotee. But I don't know 
what to make of it. I would nev¬ 
er expect Prabhupada to contra¬ 
dict himself. Anyway, thank you 
for reading this letter. Maybe you 
can give me some advice. 

Hope this meets you in good 
health. 

Haribol ." 

- Alan Jones, Clwyd, Wales 

Editor replies: 

Dear Alan, 

1) We have documented in 
our BTP issues that: 

a) The IRM's position is sup¬ 
ported by SrTla Prabhupada's 
teachings. 

b) The IRM's position is also 
supported by ISKCON's leader¬ 
ship. As well as this fact being doc¬ 
umented in individual BTP issues 
and our books, we have also sum¬ 
marised this agreement in our re¬ 
cent publication: "ISKCON Leaders 
Special Issue". However, ISKCON's 
leadership will not follow their 
own conclusions. 

Thus, there is nothing to be 
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"confused" about, since the "non¬ 
sense" is actually demonstrated 
by ISKCON's leadership refusing 
to follow teachings that they have 
been shown to agree with! 

2) Christianity means follow¬ 
ing the teachings of Lord Jesus 
Christ, and when he spoke about 
the need to follow the "Father", he 
was speaking about Lord Krishna. 
In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krishna 
had earlier told us that it is He 
who is this same "Father" spoken 
of by Lord Jesus Christ and other 
religions: 

"It should be understood 
that all species of life, O son of 
Kunti, are made possible by 
birth in this material nature, 
and that I am the seed-giving 
father." 

(Bg., 14.4) 

Therefore, you are not wor¬ 
shipping "other gods", but the 
same God mentioned by Lord Je¬ 
sus Christ. 

3) In regards to the issue of 
going to the moon, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada does not contradict himself, 
as will be shown: 

a) In Easy Journey to Other 
Planets, SrTla Prabhupada states 
that even if one is able to reach 
the moon, one is not able to live 
there: 

"Scientists who are attempt¬ 
ing to explore outer space in an 
attempt to reach other planets 
by mechanical means must re¬ 
alize that organisms adapted 
to the atmosphere of the earth 
cannot exist in the atmospheres 
of other planets. As such, man's 
attempts to reach the moon, the 
sun, or Mars are hardly worth¬ 
while, because the different at¬ 
mospheres prevailing on those 
planets will not sustain his life. 
[...] If we were to enter the 
moon with this body, instant 
death would be certain." 

(Easy Journey To Other Planets) 

b) The quote you cite from 
the book The Quest For Enlighten¬ 
ment is actually taken from a lec¬ 


ture given by SrTla Prabhupada in 
Stockholm on 10/9/73, and the 
full quote in context states: 

"They are thinking, "Now, 
by scientific advancement, we 
are able to go to the moon plan¬ 
et." Of course, I do not know 
whether they can go. Till now 
they are not successful. Or at 
least attempting. [...] Because 
you cannot come to the moon 
planet or sun planet or any oth¬ 
er planet like that. You are sim¬ 
ply wasting your time. [...] The 
moon planet, from the sastra 
we understand that nobody 
can go there unless he is fit. [...] 
Therefore this so-called, what is 
called, excursion, to attempt to 
go to some planet, you cannot 
stay there, neither you'll be al¬ 
lowed to enter." 

When SrTla Prabhupada states- 

"Of course, I do not know 
whether they can go." 

- he is referring only to the 
theoretical possibility of modern 
technology to be able to progress 
to physically travel by mechanical 
means as far as the moon in the 
future . This is shown by the fact 
that SrTla Prabhupada immediate¬ 
ly states that no one has been able 
to travel to the moon thus far - 

"Till now they are not suc¬ 
cessful." 

-and that such attempts are 
in any case useless because they 
would not be able to successfully 
enter and live on the moon: 

"Therefore this so-called, 
what is called, excursion, to at¬ 
tempt to go to some planet, you 
cannot stay there, neither you'll 
be allowed to enter." 

So, in both quotations, SrTla 
Prabhupada is making the same 
point: 

Attempts to go to the moon 
are futile because we will not be 
allowed to enter and stay there, 
as we are not "fit" for this purpose. 

Thus, SrTla Prabhupada does 
not need to directly challenge the 
technological ability to be able 


to travel as far as the moon, since 
this does not change his main 
point that such travel is still point¬ 
less as one would not in any case 
be able to enter into the moon. 

Hence, there is no contradic¬ 
tion. 

Empty claims v. evidence 

"You should have a section 
in your IRM magazine of the let¬ 
ters you get that are unfavourable 
to your preaching. SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is NOT the founder of IRM 
but ISKCON. You are NOT follow¬ 
ing the orders of SrTla Prabhupada 
(3rd offence). You are forcing peo¬ 
ple to accept your philosophy." 

- Lalita Dasi, Radlett, UK 

Editor replies: 

1) We do have a section in BTP 
which has letters that are unfa- 
vourable-this is it! 

2) Yes, SrTla Prabhupada is the 
Founder and Acarya (Founder- 
Acarya) of ISKCON. As the Acarya 
of ISKCON, he is also its diksa guru: 

"The spiritual master is also 
called acarya , [...] the Manu- 
sarhhita (2.140) explains the 
duties of an acarya, describing 
that a bona fide spiritual mas¬ 
ter accepts charge of disciples, 
teaches them the Vedic knowl¬ 
edge with all its intricacies, and 
gives them their second birth. 
The ceremony performed to ini¬ 
tiate a disciple into the study of 
spiritual science is called upaniti 
[...] an acarya is defined as one 
who knows the import of all Ve¬ 
dic literature, explains the pur¬ 
pose of the Vedas, abides by 
their rules and regulations, and 
teaches his disciples to act in 
the same way." 

(Cc., Adi-lila , 1.46, emphases added) 

3) Anyone can claim any¬ 
thing. So many people claim that 
they are following SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada while others are not. How¬ 
ever, to know if the claim is true 
one needs to substantiate it with 
evidence, and in this way one can 
discriminate between factual and 



Srila Prabhupada: 

Defines Acarya as diksa guru 


false claims. This is why BTP exists 
- to provide detailed evidence of 
our position in every issue, rath¬ 
er than just make empty claims. 
You have claimed we are not fol¬ 
lowing the orders of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada, but you cannot even state 
what these orders we disobey are, 
never mind substantiate that we 
are disobeying them! 

4) Please let us know how we 
are supposedly "forcing" everyone 
to accept that SrTla Prabhupada is 
ISKCON's dik$a guru. We can then 
immediately disband the IRM and 
BTP, and instead just apply this 
"forcing" method you have dis¬ 
covered, and our mission would 
be complete tomorrow! Also, if we 
could simply force people to ac¬ 
cept our philosophy, then clearly 
no such "unfavourable" letter sec¬ 
tion would need to exist in BTP, as 
we would not receive such letters 
in the first place! 

No Krishna consciousness 
without Srila Prabhupada 

The following letter was 
sent to us by Kamakrt Dasa and 
ManomayT DevT DasT from Van¬ 
couver, Canada, and our response 
is interspersed in coloured text 
between their statements below: 

"Krishnakant, we are no long¬ 
er part of ISKCON (too negative 
for us) and we vehemently disa¬ 
gree with most of what you have 
to say (too negative for us)." 

You may have responded 
emotionally to what is stated in 
BTP by finding it "negative", but 
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Srlla Prabhupada: Disobeying 
him is the chief offense 


you should only "vehemently dis¬ 
agree" with "most" of what is stat¬ 
ed in BTP if it is not true. Otherwise 
you would be disagreeing with 
the truth, which means support¬ 
ing falsehood. However, you have 
not claimed anywhere in your let¬ 
ter that most of BTP is full of lies 
and false statements, nor has any¬ 
one ever demonstrated that even 
one statement in BTP is false, nev¬ 
er mind "most" of it. 

"We are both Prabhupada's 
initiated devotees and are only in¬ 
terested in Radha Krsna teachings 
and philosophy. The magazine 
contains no discussions that are 
remotely connected to Krishna 
Consciousness." 

1) Each issue contains many 
quotations from Srlla Prabhupada. 
Hence, if the content of the mag¬ 
azine is not even "remotely con¬ 
nected to Krishna consciousness", 
then this would mean that Srlla 
Prabhupada's statements which 
are part of the magazine, would 
also not be "remotely connected 
to Krishna consciousness". Yet, as 
you are both "Prabhupada's ini¬ 
tiated devotees", you obvious¬ 
ly do not accept this, and there¬ 
fore your statement about BTP is 
incorrect. 

2 ) Srlla Prabhupada teach¬ 
es that in order to make progress 
in chanting, one must avoid mak¬ 
ing offences in chanting, chief of 
which is to disobey the spiritual 
master: 

"First offense is guror ava- 
jha, defying the authority of 
guru. This is the first offense. 


So one who is offensive, how 
he can make advance in chant¬ 
ing? He cannot make. Then eve¬ 
rything is finished in the begin¬ 
ning. Guror avajha. [...] You 
must avoid these ten kinds of 
offenses. The first offense is to 
disobey the orders of guru." 
(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 4/7/74) 

Thus, if one wishes to make 
progress in Krishna conscious¬ 
ness, one must understand the 
philosophy and orders given by 
Srlla Prabhupada so that one 
does not make offences in chant¬ 
ing by disobeying Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada. BTP directly discusses this 
subject, by analysing and pre¬ 
senting evidence of disobedience 
to Srlla Prabhupada's orders. And 
since you state below that chant¬ 
ing Hare Krishna is key to becom¬ 
ing Krishna conscious, you would 
therefore have to agree that the 
contents of BTP, which deal with 
how to avoid offences in chanting 
by not disobeying Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada, are directly connected to 
Krishna consciousness. 

"We understand that every¬ 
one sees Krsna Consciousness 
through their own level of con¬ 
sciousness and we are following 
Prabhupada's instructions to not 
criticize his beloved devotees (in¬ 
cluding you). We are also follow¬ 
ing Prabhupada's instruction to 
JUST ADD Krsna to our lives and 
forget the rest and be happy. We 
have taken his wonderful advice 
and we are indeed happy. 

Hari Bol, Hare Krishna and all 
glories to Sri Sri Radha Krsna and 
Guru. 

Sincerely, 

- Kevin Richman and Deborah Rich- 
man; Kamakrt Dasa, Manomayi Devi 
Dasl. 

P.S. Prabhupada instructed 
us all to follow Lord Caitanya's 
teachings that state in Kali Yuga 
there are NO brahmans, NO rules 
and regulations, that we are ALL 
sOdras and the ONLY way for lib¬ 
eration is to just chant ANY name 


of God - THERE IS NO OTHER WAY. 
For us everything else is a waste 
of time. As Prabhupada so suc¬ 
cinctly stated: "simple living and 
high thinking", and that's how we 
live. N.B. It's not the Internation¬ 
al Society for Prabhupada Con¬ 
sciousness. It's the Internation¬ 
al Society for Krsna Conscious¬ 
ness and Krsna Consciousness = 
PREMA (love). It's LOVE for Radha 
Krsna that has to be REVIVED be¬ 
cause nothing else will succeed. 
Just chant the Holy Names and be 
happy." 

1) Having claimed that oth¬ 
er than chanting the Holy Name 
"everything else is a waste of 
time", you have proceeded to ig¬ 
nore your own advice and instead 
of only chanting, you have also 
written a letter instructing us in 
the error of our ways. You, there¬ 
fore, actually believe-as shown 
by your actions-that in addition 
to chanting the Holy Name, one 
should also attempt to correct a 
person by presenting Krishna con¬ 
sciousness philosophy. Of course, 
in this instance, as demonstrated 
above, you have not found any er¬ 
ror in BTP to correct, but you sup¬ 
port the act of such correction. 
And this is exactly what BTP does 
- present the correct philosophy 
of Krishna consciousness as given 
by Srlla Prabhupada. 

2) We have never claimed 
that the ISKCON acronym stands 
for the International Society for 
Prabhupada Consciousness. Rath¬ 
er, we are following the teaching 
given by Srlla Prabhupada that 
one can only become Krishna con¬ 
scious by first pleasing the guru, 
Srlla Prabhupada, and receiving 
his mercy: 

"By the mercy of the spiritu¬ 
al master one is benedicted by 
the mercy of Krishna. Without 
the grace of the spiritual mas¬ 
ter, one cannot make any ad¬ 
vancement." 

(SB, 6.7.23) 

"If the spiritual master is 


pleased, then Krsna is pleased." 
(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 3/11/73) 

Thus, only by first going "Back 
to Prabhupada" can we go back to 
Krishna, and as indicated by the 
very name of the magazine, this is 
the mission of BTP. 

IRM correcting damage 
by ISKCON 

"I wanted to say a huge thank 
you for sending me the Back To 
Prabhupada magazines. I saw a 
video on YouTube with John Jo¬ 
seph talking. He mentions peo¬ 
ple infiltrating and destroying the 
work of Prabhupada. John is the 
singer in the Cro-Mags. Thank the 
Lord so much I heard your name, 
IRM, through a John Joseph inter¬ 
view. 

From when I originally con¬ 
tacted you I have been watching 
and reading more bits and this 
really confirms that ISKCON has 
become, well, deceitful. It does 
seem then that dark forces are at 
play within ISKCON. I'm feeling in¬ 
clined to think ISKCON is not what 
it set out to be. 

I started reading books by A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu¬ 
pada. I have known of this great 
man for years, as in my youth I 
listened to bands called Shelter 
and the Cro-Mags. Anyway, a few 
years ago I reconnected to this 
music and changed my lifestyle 
from what it had become. So for 
nearly ten years I haven't drunk, 
no drugs, I'm vegetarian, etc... 
This path has led to these books. 

I am very new to this but I'm do¬ 
ing my best to learn and under¬ 
stand. When I read these books 
by Prabhupada I feel different to 
when I read other books, hope 
that doesn't sound silly. All I am is 
a regular dude in the UK, mid-40s 
and love the outdoors. I find it so 
hard to believe anyone would dis¬ 
respect A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada and His work. 

I'm a huge lover of the out¬ 
doors and trekking. Nearly every 
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time I'm out I take a book of His 
with me and when it's peaceful 
I like to rest a while and read His 
words. When I'm really tired but 
still have some miles to go, I gath¬ 
er inspiration by remembering 
His journey from India aged 70 all 
the way to America. If He could do 
that then I'm more than capable 
of walking a bit further. 

I was watching another four- 
part interview with John Joseph 
only last night and it was a real 
eye opener. The fake gurus have 
just created havoc. I'm very keen 
to learn more but have been put 
off by the behaviour of ISKCON, 
although I have several books by 
Prabhupada to learn from. Would 
it be possible to request a hard 
copy of The Final Order book in 
English please. 

All I truly know is Prabhupada 
was a great man, an inspiration 
and a visionary. 

I would like to be educated in 
the true ways of Prabhupada. It 
would seem me contacting you 
originally was meant to happen. 
Thank you for your time and pass¬ 
ing on the knowledge that has 
been so wrongly kept from us. I 
value the IRM a lot and all its work 
in correcting the damage done by 
ISKCON. 

Peace!" 

- Gary Williams, Leeds, UK 

Editor replies: 

Both John Joseph (Jayanan- 
da Dasa) and you are correct that 
ISKCON is not what it set out to 
be. He is a great supporter of our 
work, and helps spread the mes¬ 
sage at every opportunity.He has 
done a great service in bringing 
many people back to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada and putting them in touch 
with the IRM. 

We will be happy to send you 
a hard copy of The Final Order. 

Please do learn more through 
SrTla Prabhupada's books. You are 
also welcome to ask us any ques¬ 
tions. 

Yes, our contact was meant to 


happen, as you say! 

Jayananda Dasa (John Joseph) 
from New York, USA, adds: 

"Yes-Hare Krsna. All glories 
to SrTla Prabhupada and the IRM 
for exposing this corruption. SrTla 
Prabhupada is the only Guru of 
ISKCON-we must spread the 
truth in this regard." 

Srila Prabhupada 
provides all shelter 

"I came into contact with 
ISKCON, and after searching 
through the internet about 
ISKCON, I came to your site: 

www.iskconirm.com 

I just went through some ar¬ 
ticles superficially. I noticed that 
this website is criticizing about in¬ 
fighting in ISKCON. You say they 
are wrong, and they say that you 
are wrong? I say both are wrong, 
as you are fighting for some petty 
things even after reading Bhaga¬ 
vad-gita. Where can people, who 
are genuinely looking for spiritu¬ 
ality, find shelter? 

I feel better to take shelter of 
Lord SrT Krishna directly than any 
mortals. As mortals are fallible af¬ 
ter all. While Krishna is Achyuta as 
addressed by Arjuna in Bhagavad- 
gita." 

- Vijaya Rana, Mumbai, India 

Editor replies: 

1) Please read the articles 
carefully rather than superficially, 
and you will see that we are not 
criticising "infighting" in ISKCON, 
but rather we are presenting the 
truth about SrTla Prabhupada and 
his teachings. 

2) The contents of the website 
are themselves proof that we do 
not just "say" someone is wrong, 
but actually substantiate this 
claim with facts and evidence. 

3) The Bhagavad-gita states: 

" Intelligence, knowledge. 

freedom from doubt and delu¬ 
sion, forgiveness, truthfulness. 
[...] are created by Me alone." 
(Bg., 10.4-5, emphases added) 

Hence, it is because we have 


read the Bhagavad-gita that we 
are committed to utilising our in¬ 
telligence and the knowledge 
available to present the spiritu¬ 
al truth regarding how one can 
serve Lord Krishna via the medi¬ 
um of the bona fide spiritual mas¬ 
ter. That bona fide spiritual mas¬ 
ter is SrTla Prabhupada, and he will 
provide us all the shelter we need 
if we are interested in spirituality. 

4) That you wish to take shel¬ 
ter of Lord Krishna is wonderful. 
Lord Krishna states in Bhagavad- 
gita: 

"Just try to learn the truth 
by approaching a spiritual mas¬ 
ter. Inquire from him submis¬ 
sively and render service unto 
him. The self-realized soul can 
impart knowledge unto you be¬ 
cause he has seen the truth." 
[Bg., 4.34) 

"approaching a bona fide 
spiritual master, [...] — all these 
I thus declare to be knowledge, 
and what is contrary to these is 
ignorance." 

[Bg., 13.8-12) 

Hence, if you are taking shel¬ 
ter of Lord Krishna, then you must 
accept this instruction from Lord 
Krishna. This "self-realised" spiritu¬ 
al master whom Lord Krishna asks 
us to accept is SrTla Prabhupada. 

BTP Appreciation 

"Thank you so much for all 
your great efforts, you have cer¬ 
tainly pleased Prabhupada, Radha 
Krishna and all true Vaishnavas. 
Keep up the great work. 

BTP gives solace in this topsy¬ 
turvy world. 

I am also in future looking for¬ 
ward to be an instrument in SrTla 
Prabhupada and the Acharyas' 
hands to restore ISKCON, play 
some part in restoration and ser¬ 
vice, etc. 

It is amazing what stupid com¬ 
ments the "gurus" have, like the 
one about "writing a letter to SrTla 
Prabhupada", as if they them¬ 
selves are able to. 



Srila Prabhupada: The self-real¬ 
ized guru we must approach 


It was actually funny to read 
your expose of the impostors. 

Y. s.," 

- Sambhu Dasa, Emmaboda, Sweden 

"Hare Krishna! 

Please accept my humble 
obeisances. 

All glories to SrTla Prabhupada, 
THE Diksa Guru of ISKCON and the 
whole world! 

BTP arrived today, in pristine 
condition-and I am eagerly pe¬ 
rusing its contents now. 

As always, IRM is the bastion 
of truth! 

RavTndra-svarupa's psychotic 
behavior toward the BTP distribu¬ 
tor very clearly shows that he has 
sunk very far below human posi¬ 
tion [www.iskconlrm.com/rvs]. 

I worked for many years in 
locked forensic psychiatric facili¬ 
ties. The inhuman rage he displays 
in the video is common to the in¬ 
mates we served. 

I have a strong disposition 
(and stomach) yet the death 
threat video [www.iskconirm. 
com/dt] brought a flood of tears 
to my eyes, tremors to my hands, 
and waves of nausea. 

I pray everyday, asking Lord 
Nrsimhadeva to protect every one 
of you courageous livers of SrTla 
Prabhupada As He Is. 

Hare Krishna," 

- Damodara Dasa, Omaha, USA 

"Hare Krishna, dear Prabhu. All 
Glories to SrTla Prabhupada. 

Prabhu, you are doing a great 
job with www.iskconirm.com, 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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BTP Interactive (continued) 



The Book Changer 


thank you so much for fighting 
against all odds on behalf of our 
acharya -SrTla Prabhupada! 

Also, I am receiving your 
magazines regularly, thank you 
so much for that, but still I have 
not received the book -The Book 
Changer: The Life and Teachings of 
His Holiness Jayadvaita Swami. 

Kindly send it along with any 
other books you may have related 
to this guru issue. 

Send them to:" 

- Karan Soni, Rajasthan, India 

"I'd appreciate if you could 
also send me your publication 
about Jayadvaita Swami. 

Thanks for your steady and 
unbelievable service for all these 
years! 

Ys," 

- Janardana Dasa, California, USA 

"Keep up the excellent work. 
Please send me The Book Changer, 
100 Contradictions and 100 Devia- 
tions. Thank you." 

- Upendra Ramlakan, KwaZulu-Na¬ 
tal, South Africa 

"First, thank you very mtich 
for your wonderful and inspiring 
work, for your wonderful service. 
May SrTla Prabhupada bless you 
all. 

Please would you be so kind 
as to send me a free copy of 100 
Contradictions, 100 Deviations, and 
The Book Changer. 

Hari boi" 

- Shanyu Griesbach, Valencia, Spain 

"I want to know more about 


the present so-called gurus of 
ISKCON. 

It will be a great help if you 
can send me your literature. 

Your Servant," 

- Vrajeshwara Dasa, Vrindavan Chan- 
drodaya Mandir, India 

"Thank you for the greatest 
service to SrTla Prabhupada. I pray 
someday your prayers will allow 
us all to enter the ISKCON Tem¬ 
ple without fear of them beating 
us out. 

Your servant," 

- Madhava Dasa, Michigan, USA 

"Very Good!" 

- M. Padmanabha Pillai, Kanyaku- 
mari, India 

"Thank you for your kind 
service in re-establishing SrTla 
Prabhupada's original ISKCON. 

Your servant," 

- Nikhil Rathod, Gujarat, India 

"Thank you for your steady 
service, Prabhu." 

- Narayani Devi Dasi, Michigan, USA 

"Hare Krsna, Hare Rama. 

Greetings in the name of the 
most high! All glories to His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada. 

Thank you for everything! You 
won't believe how everything 
came together and how Krishna 
led me to the IRM and finding out 
the truth from various sources! 

I thank you from the deepest 
part of my heart for all the work 
you have done. It is the hardest 
thing in the world to speak the 
truth in this day and age. Thank 
you for carrying that burden up 
until now. I will try my best to sup¬ 
port the real ISKCON movement 
which is to abide by SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's teachings. Much Respect. 

I offer my humble obeisances for 
the work you are doing for SrTla 
Prabhupada. I will support and do 
all I can to spread the truth. I could 
always see within people who is a 
real devotee and who is a rascal. 
And everything just made sense 
and came together. I cannot thank 
you enough! Haribol! 


Greetings from Cape Town, 
South Africa! 

RadheRadhe ," 

- Ryan Steenkamp, Cape Town, 
South Africa 

"Keep up the good work." 

- Naresh Koovarjee, Johannesburg, 
South Africa 

"Hare Krishna, dear devotees! 
My name is Mikhail and I'm in¬ 
spired by your selfless devotion! I 
would be very glad to read your 
book The Final Order. Looking for¬ 
ward to your reply! 

Haribol!" 

- Mikhail Dmitrievich, Pershotraven- 
sk, Ukraine 

"We thank you kindly for this 
important publication. We are giv¬ 
ing this info to our friends. Thank 
you again." 

- Radha Dasi, Belfast, Northern Ire¬ 
land 

"Thank you! Keep up the good 
work!" 

- Leslie Yetter, Florida, USA 

"All glories to your seva!" 

- V. Fernando, Azores, Portugal 

"I am not initiated by ceremo¬ 
ny, but have been following SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings and in¬ 
structions to the best of my abil¬ 
ity for the past 20 years. Thank 
you for the wonderful service 
of reminding me constantly 
through BTP, of connecting Back 
to Prabhupada. Please send me 
your BTP bank details for sending 
a small donation to BTP. 

Regards," 

- Madhava Varma, Andhra Pradesh, 
India 

"Thank you. Dandavat pran- 
ams. Good work. 

Hare Krishna, 

Stay high forever." 

- Prahrada Dasa (Srlla Prabhupada 
disciple in 1976), Quebec, Canada 

"Thank you for your con¬ 
cern for truth and your efforts to 
spread Krishna consciousness in 
the spirit of SrTla Prabhupada. 

Hare Krishna," 

- Zoe Cowan, Tennessee, USA 

"Really grateful on the clarity 


you are providing on the ISKCON 
Diksha Guru & Siksha Guru. I am 
initially learning to be a bona fide 
disciple in life and receiving the 
mercy of the bona fide Spiritual 
Master SrTla Prabhupada. 

Thank you so much for saving 
ISKCON." 

- Sudev Dosaj, Bangalore, India 

"I'm very grateful for the work 
you people are doing to save the 
transcendental movement start¬ 
ed by our beloved master SrTla 
Prabhupada... Hare Krishna." 

- Jai Simha, Bellary, India 

"I've learned a lot. Thank you. 
Hare Krsna!" 

- Michael Normandin, California, USA 

"Good to see this great initia¬ 
tive, now many will come to know 
the truth and it will open the dark¬ 
ened eyes of people. 

Our beloved SrTla Prabhupada 
is the only spiritual master and he 
will take us back to home, back to 
Godhead." 

- Archit Vijay Shivam, Bangalore, 
India 

"Thanks for resending BTP. 

I especially liked the article 
"The Unauthorised Cantos" in BTP 
51. 

Best regards," 

- Tom Quigley, New York, USA 

"Thank you for your kind sup¬ 
ply of your magazine Back To 
Prabhupada. I am truly grateful. 
Sending love and best wishes." 

- Peter Sharpe, Bristol, UK 

"The current GBC are ruining 
the ISKCON movement. Defend¬ 
ing paedophiles, stealing to en¬ 
rich themselves. It's disgusting. 
Haribol." 

- Rupa Vilasa Dasa, Bergamo, Italy 

"The BTP was good to read 
and improves our culture." 

- Aajush Naik, Karnataka, India 

"You do very important ser¬ 
vice! SrTla Prabhupada is with 
you! SrT Krishna Himself is with 
you! Thank you very much! SrTla 
Prabhupada kijaylW" 

- Ivanov Igor Anatolyevich, Kimry, 
Russia 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Failing to Follow Srila Prabhupada’s Books 


Hg Vaisesika Dasa ("VAD") is a 
current GBC-elected diksa guru. 
On his website, it states that: 

"The ISKCON spiritual com¬ 
munity of three hundred fam¬ 
ilies he developed in Silicon 
Valley, California is based on 
the study and distribution of 
Prabhupada's books, and con¬ 
sistently ranks high amongst 
the list of small temples in these 
efforts." 

That VAD is supposedly ded¬ 
icated to promoting the study 
and distribution of Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada's books is wonderful. How¬ 
ever, let us test if his actions and 
statements line up with the claim 
of his dedication to studying Srila 
Prabhupada's books. All empha¬ 
ses added. 

Only one diksa guru 

"We're all in a spiritual so¬ 
ciety together, where we have 
varieties of devotees who have 
different diksa gurus, may¬ 
be from different cultures and 
maybe from, uh, at varying lev¬ 
els of advancement in devotion¬ 
al service . So this is one topic. 
How to properly associate with 
various kinds of devotees." 

(VAD Lecture, 15/4/17) 

VAD posits the existence of 
diksa gurus who are at various 
levels of advancement. However, 
Srila Prabhupada teaches in his 
books: 

"When one has attained the 
topmost position of maha-bha- 
gavata, he is to be accepted as 
a guru and worshiped exact¬ 
ly like Hari, the Personality of 
Godhead. Only such a person is 
eligible to occupy the post of a 
guru. [...] Similarly, a disciple's 
qualifications must be observed 
by the spiritual master before 
he is accepted as a disciple." 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 24.330) 

Therefore, Srila Prabhupada's 
books teach that rather than be¬ 
ing at various levels of advance¬ 
ment as VAD claims, the diksa 


guru can only be at the topmost 
level. 

VAD not authorised 

At an initiation ceremony, 
where VAD initiates disciples for 
himself as the diksa guru, he states 
that his acting as the diksa guru is 
the “desire of Srila Prabhupada": 

"So the fact that we are here 
today in Osaka and you two are 
being initiated is carrying out 
the desire of Srila Prabhupada." 
(VAD, Initiation Ceremony, 8/4/17) 

However, Srila Prabhupada 
teaches in his books that: 

"One should take initiation 
from a bona fide spiritual mas¬ 
ter coming in the disciplic suc¬ 
cession, who is authorised by 
his predecessor spiritual mas¬ 
ter. This is called diksa vidhana ." 
(SB, 4.8.54) 

Thus, if it was actually Srila 
Prabhupada's desire that he be 
succeeded by VAD (or anyone 
else) as the diksa guru of ISKCON, 
then there would be an order giv¬ 
en by Srila Prabhupada to the suc¬ 
cessor authorising him to become 
a diksa guru. But VAD did not be¬ 
come a diksa guru by claiming 
that Srila Prabhupada gave him 
such an order. Rather, he became 
a diksa guru by waiting 30 years 
after Srila Prabhupada's physical 
disappearance, until he got the 
necessary number of “no objec¬ 
tion" GBC votes to become a diksa 
guru. But Srila Prabhupada never 
empowered the GBC to author¬ 
ise successor diksa gurus. There is 
no such order or power invested 
in the GBC by Srila Prabhupada. 
Thus, VAD's GBC authorisation as 
a successor diksa guru is not in ac¬ 
cordance with the teachings in 
Srila Prabhupada's books. 

Srila Prabhupada, diksa 
guru 

Thus, VAD claims that Srila 
Prabhupada is not ISKCON's diksa 
guru: 

"I'm exceedingly pleased to 


accept you as my disciple and 
therefore grand-disciple of His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 

Swami Prabhupada ". 

(VAD Initiation Ceremony, 9/5/17) 
However, Srila Prabhupada 
teaches in his books: 

"The spiritual master is also 
called acarya, or a transcenden¬ 
tal professor of spiritual sci¬ 
ence. The Manu-samhita (2.140) 
explains the duties of an acarya. 
describing that a bona fide spir¬ 

itual master accepts charge of 
disciples, teaches them the Ve- 

dic knowledge with all its intri¬ 

cacies. and gives them their sec¬ 
ond birth . The ceremony per¬ 
formed to initiate a disciple into 
the study of spiritual science is 

called upaniti ". 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 1.46) 

Thus, Srila Prabhupada states 
the Acarya is also the diksa guru. 
And Srila Prabhupada has stated 
that he is the Acarya of ISKCON, 
with his title of "Founder -Acarya" 
(Founder and Acarya) to always 
be kept on every single one of his 
books: 

"our system is to keep the 
name of the Founder -Acarya His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada on all regis¬ 
tration documents, as well as all 
stationery, books, and publica¬ 
tions." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 13/11/74) 

Thus, as the Acarya of ISKCON, 
Srila Prabhupada, and not VAD, is 
the diksa guru, contrary to what 
VAD claims. 

Srila Prabhupada, 
liberator 

VAD accepts that it is Srila 
Prabhupada who is liberating eve¬ 
ryone in ISKCON through his in¬ 
structions and grace: 

"In other words, simply by 
participating in the activities 
that you have prescribed, the 
ISV devotees [VAD's "disciples" 
and followers in ISKCON Silicon 
Valley-Ed.] as well as devotees 



Srila Prabhupada's books 
must be read and followed 


all over the world are advanc¬ 
ing in spiritual life. [...] We see 
more clearly each day how by 
following your instructions we 
have boarded the boat that can 
safely take us across the ocean 
of material nescience and back 
to Godhead." 

(VAD, Srila Prabhupada Vyasa-puja 
offering on behalf of ISV, 26/8/16) 
"So I feel very fortunate to be 
connected with you in this divine 
process of initiation and give 
you my heart and soul to assist 
you in whatever way possible in 
going back home, back to God¬ 
head under the grace of His Di¬ 
vine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada ." 

(VAD, Initiation Ceremony, 9/5/17) 

Yet, VAD states the above in 
connection with him acting as 
the initiating diksa guru. But Srila 
Prabhupada teaches in his books 
that it is the person who takes one 
back to Godhead, i.e. himself, who 
acts as the initiating diksa guru: 

"The spiritual master initi¬ 
ates the disciple to deliver him". 
(Cc., Madhya-lila, 1.218) 

Conclusion 

Srila Prabhupada states: 

"So we are taking so much 
trouble in writing books not for 
simply making market. It is for 
you to read." 

(Lecture, 22/5/72) 

Yet, by his actions and state¬ 
ments, we see that either VAD is 
not reading Srila Prabhupada's 
books-or worse, he is reading 
them but refusing to follow them. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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GBC Protects Guilty Guru 


When those claiming to follow 
spiritual life undertake an action 
that is motivated by ambition, 
power, the desire for control of 
property and money, and other 
non-spiritual reasons, they usually 
will not openly admit to such mo¬ 
tives. Rather, they will try to pro¬ 
ject a veneer of high-minded phi¬ 
losophy and spirituality to "dress 
up"the actions as being taken as a 
matter of spiritual principle. How¬ 
ever, such machinations can be 
uncovered by applying a detailed 
analysis, or "spiritual audit", which 
the IRM specialises in. In the next 
two articles we apply such an au¬ 
dit to the fight for control over an 
ISKCON temple between the GBC 
and a Temple President. All em¬ 
phases and headings added. 

Serious transgressions 

The GBC had voted three 
times that the ISKCON temple in 
Brooklyn, New York, was not to be 
sold. However, the board mem¬ 
bers of this temple (Bharati Board 
members) still voted unanimous¬ 
ly to sell the temple. The "GBC 
Brooklyn Temple Sale Commit¬ 
tee" issued a statement claiming 
that this vote to sell constituted 
serious transgressions: 

Not loyal to ISKCON 

"All eight members of the 
Bharati Board attended a "spe¬ 
cial board meeting" on March 
19, 2017 and voted unani¬ 
mously to reconfirm the sale 
behind locked temple doors. 
What made this board meeting 
so "special" was that it would 
have taken just one vote loyal 
to ISKCON to instantly void the 
sale. Sadly, not a single board 
member was willing to vote 
against reconfirmation." 

A g ain st the GBC an d Srila 
P ra b hu p ad a 

"Furthermore, the sale of 
the Brooklyn temple consti¬ 
tutes a flagrant repudiation of 
ISKCON as a society in which 

the GBC is the ultimate man¬ 


aging authority, as ordered by 

Srila Prabhupada ." 

Against ISKCON 

"Finally, the GBC also act¬ 
ed to signal unambiguously to 
the ISKCON-Brooklyn congre¬ 
gation that the path taken by 
Ramabhadra Prabhu* was and 

is contrary to the ecclesiasti¬ 

cal policies of ISKCON. as estab¬ 
lished by the GBC." 

^Ramabhadra Dasa ("RB") is 
one of the members of the tem¬ 
ple board and Temple President 
of ISKCON Brooklyn. 

GBC rejects GBC 

As just noted, though the 
whole temple board voted to sell, 
and any one of them alone could 
have voted to stop the sale, the 
GBC has decided to target only 
RB, framing the vote taken by the 
whole temple board as being "the 
path taken by Ramabhadra Prab¬ 
hu". Thus, the GBC removed RB as 
the Temple President of ISKCON 
Brooklyn due to this vote to sell 
taken by the whole board: 

"On March 19, Ramabhad¬ 
ra and the "Bharati board" held 
such a meeting, with direc¬ 
tors Ramabhadra Dasa and Ro- 
mapada Swami in attendance. 
Despite the GBC's decisions, 
they voted unanimously to re¬ 

confirm the pending sale. This, 
in particular, led the GBC to re¬ 

solve that Ramabhadra be re¬ 
moved ." 

("GBC Brooklyn Temple Sale Com¬ 
mittee") 

However, as the statement 
reveals, another member of this 
board committed exactly the 
same supposedly serious trans¬ 
gression of voting for the sale that 
led to the GBC removing RB. And 
this was HH Romapada Swami 
("RPS"), who is the GBC mem¬ 
ber for this temple. The GBC stat¬ 
ed very clearly, as detailed in the 
previous section, that those who 
voted to sell the temple are guilty 
of being: 


Disloyal to and against ISKCON; 

Against the GBC; 

Against Srila Prabhupada. 

Thus, according to the GBC, 
a GBC member, RPS, was guilty 
of being against the GBC, and 
against ISKCON and Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada, by voting to sell. 

Double standards 

In BTP 51, we detailed GBC 
voted-in diksa guru HH Jayad- 
vaita Swami ("JAS") criticising 
his GBC guru colleague RPS in re¬ 
gards to the latter's involvement 
in attempting to sell the temple 
(please see "Maintaining False 
Gurus at All Costs"). We showed 
how JAS's accusations meant that 
RPS did not fulfil the GBC's stand¬ 
ards for being a diksa guru. Now, 
the GBC itself has gone much fur¬ 
ther and claimed that by voting 
against them to sell the temple, 
RPS is effectively guilty of direct¬ 
ly opposing the GBC, ISKCON and 
Srila Prabhupada. Which would 
also mean that according to the 
GBC, RPS is not fit to be a GBC 
diksa guru. Yet, RPS was not re¬ 
moved as a guru by the GBC. 

And, though RB was removed 
as Temple President for voting to 
sell the temple on March 19th, 
2017, RPS was not removed as 
GBC for casting exactly the same 
vote! The GBC voted *3* times 
that the sale should not go ahead, 
and RPS still voted that it could go 
ahead, even though he could eas¬ 
ily have stopped it. To claim that 
the GBC needed to remove a tem¬ 
ple official because he defied the 
GBC by voting for the sale, and to 
then not remove the official who 
also voted for the sale but should 
have been the most loyal to the 
GBC, being a GBC member him¬ 
self, is a clear hypocritical double 
standard. 

The fact that RPS is now belat¬ 
edly stating he is against the sale 
does not change the fact that he 
already committed the same ac¬ 
tion for which RB was removed, 


by voting for the sale. And there 
would not even be a sale if RPS 
had just voted against it! Those 
claiming to be bona fide gurus 
and GBC members are supposed 
to display the highest standard 
of behaviour and spiritual integ¬ 
rity. Thus, they should not even 
think of engaging in the open de¬ 
fiance that the GBC believes RPS 
engaged in. His later actions do 
not change this fact. 

Hence, the GBC has revealed 
it is acting according to double 
standards, rather than spiritu¬ 
al principles, by excusing its own 
voted-in diksa gurus and mem¬ 
bers for engaging in exactly the 
same behaviour that it will punish 
lesser leaders for. 

Service contradiction 

Whilst removing RB, the GBC 
claimed that he did "service": 

"The GBC recognizes Rama- 
bhadra's many years of devoted 
service to the temple" 

("GBC Brooklyn Temple Sale Com¬ 
mittee") 

Yet, we quoted the GBC claim¬ 
ing that RB is now a deviant who is 
defying ISKCON, the GBC and Srila 
Prabhupada. Thus, the GBC is ab¬ 
surdly claiming that the result of 
RB's many years of service is that 
he has now become a deviant. But 
service does not turn us into devi¬ 
ants. Rather, it has the opposite ef¬ 
fect of purifying us and advancing 
us spiritually: 

"Prosecution of devotional 
service means gradual purifica¬ 
tion and proportionate revela¬ 
tion of Krishna Consciousness." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 9/11 /69) 

Thus, again the GBC is not be¬ 
ing guided by spiritual principles. 
If it was being consistent with Srila 
Prabhupada's teachings, it would 
have to concede that if RB had ac¬ 
tually been performing service 
previously whilst working un¬ 
der them for many years, then he 
would have been purified instead 
of having turned into a deviant. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Principles v. Property 


Deviant leader 

In the previous article, we de¬ 
tailed the GBC's decision to re¬ 
move Ramabhadra Dasa ("RB") 
as the Temple President of ISKCON 
Brooklyn. This was done by a GBC 
statement, which revealed that 
RB: 

failed to ensure that a 
full morning program, includ¬ 
ing Srimad-Bhagavatam class, 
takes place in the ISKCON Rad- 
ha Govinda Mandir on a daily 
basis, and 

- have yourself neglected 
to regularly attend a temple 
morning program for a num¬ 
ber of years, thereby failing to 
provide the spiritual leadership 
required of an ISKCON tem¬ 
ple president according to Srila 
Prabhupada's wishes. 

- for several years, he has 
failed to ensure that a full spir¬ 
itual program is held at the tem¬ 
ple every morning, and he him¬ 
self has not regularly attended 
such a program." 

(GBC Decision Removing Ramab¬ 
hadra Dasa as Temple President of 
ISKCON Radha Govinda Mandir) 

Thus, according to the GBC, 
for "a number of years" and "sev¬ 
eral years", RB has not been qual¬ 
ified to act as a Temple President, 
but has instead been deviating by 
not upholding the spiritual stand¬ 
ards required of himself and his 
temple. 

Tolerating deviation 

Yet, during this same "num¬ 
ber of years" that RB was suppos¬ 
edly deviating, the GBC took no 
action against RB for these devi¬ 
ations. Rather, these deviations 
have been cited only now as part 
of the reason for why RB has been 
removed, due to the battle over 
the sale of a temple property (as 
detailed in the previous article). 

Thus, the GBC has revealed 

that: 

a) It allowed deviation by an 
ISKCON leader for "a number of/ 


several "years. 

b) Only when the leader disa¬ 
greed with the GBC in regards to 
the control of a property worth 
$60 million (value reported by 
Sesa Dasa, chairman of the GBC 
Brooklyn Temple Sale Commit¬ 
tee, at a "town hall" meeting on 
15/5/17 at Brooklyn Public Library, 
NY), did it take action, with the de¬ 
viation simply used to "dress up" 
the case for removing him. 

Therefore, if the GBC was in¬ 
terested in acting as a matter of 
principle regarding spiritual devi¬ 
ation, it would have taken action 
against RB as soon as he deviated 
spiritually. Instead, the GBC only 
acted when he "deviated" over an 
issue that actually mattered to the 
GBC-a $60 million property. 

Hence: 

1) Spiritual deviation by an 
ISKCON leader will be tolerated 
by the GBC as long as the leader is 
allowing the GBC to be in control 
of resources. 

2) The same deviation will 
then only be invoked as an ex¬ 
cuse when the GBC needs to re¬ 
gain that control. 

A pattern 

An egregious example of the 
GBC tolerating deviation by an 
ISKCON leader for many years as 
long as said leader is "co-operat¬ 
ing" with the GBC's control, and 
then dredging up that same de¬ 
viation later merely as an excuse 
to regain control, was reported by 
us in BTP 18 (please see "GBC's 25 
Year Guru Cover-up Falls Apart"). 
There we detailed how the GBC 
admitted that after knowing that 
Balabhadra Dasa ("BD") was ec¬ 
centric and materialistic, it still 
voted him in as a 'good-as-God' 
diksa guru. And that it allowed 
BD to continue posing as a bona 
fide guru for 13 years after he had 
been observed deviating. 

However, again, these devia¬ 
tions were only revealed belated¬ 
ly when excuses were needed to 


take action against BD, since he 
had decided to continue deviat¬ 
ing independently, rather than 
under the GBC's control. 

A culture of deviation 

Thus, we have clear evidence 
that rather than taking immedi¬ 
ate action based on the principle 
of needing to safeguard ISKCON 
from spiritual deviation, the GBC 
will instead tolerate a culture of 
deviation, wherein ISKCON lead¬ 
ers will be deviating for many 
years, but no action will be taken. 
Rather, such leaders will be sup¬ 
ported and promoted, and action 
will only be taken when the GBC's 
control over resources is threat¬ 
ened. 

Hence, this establishes a prec¬ 
edent which means that right 
now, all over ISKCON, many lead¬ 
ers could be deviating, and the 
GBC could have known about 
their deviation for many years, 
but it will still be allowed to go on. 
Rather, only if that leader threat¬ 
ens the GBC's power and con¬ 
trol, will such deviations even be 
revealed, as such deviations can 
then be conveniently used by 
the GBC when it suits the GBC's 
purposes. Thus, the GBC cannot 
be trusted to act on the basis of 
needing to ensure spiritual puri¬ 
ty in ISKCON. 

Conflict of interest 

In order to take control of a 
temple property, in this case the 
Temple President can take ad¬ 
vantage of state laws which re¬ 
quire the temple to be registered 
in the name of an independent 
non-profit legal entity. The Tem¬ 
ple President is then able to claim 
that legally, this .entity is not con¬ 
trolled by the GBC, nor is it even 
in the name of, or part of ISKCON. 
Yet, the same Temple President 
has happily acted under the au¬ 
thority of the same GBC and in the 
name of ISKCON for decades. Be¬ 
cause previously such obedience 



and co-operation served his inter¬ 
ests, as much as it did the GBC's. 
Now, there is a conflict of interest, 
as both wish to control the $60 
million property. Thus, the GBC 
suddenly "remembers" the Tem¬ 
ple President is a deviant. And the 
Temple President suddenly "re¬ 
members" that the temple was 
never part of ISKCON, or under 
GBC control! 

This scenario, whereby the 
GBC and Temple Presidents will 
co-operate for many years while it 
serves both of their interests, but 
then fight to take control of re¬ 
sources and property, has played 
out a number of times before. 
And no doubt it will do so again, 
as the Society is full of individuals, 
whether on the GBC or in the tem¬ 
ples, who are guided by the desire 
to control and gain access to re¬ 
sources in the shape of property, 
devotees, money, etc., rather than 
act based on spiritual principles. 

Conclusion 

In the previous article we saw 
that the GBC will protect a fellow 
GBC member and voted-in GBC 
guru for engaging in the same de¬ 
viation that it will remove a less¬ 
er leader for. Thus, clearly the GBC 
is guided by the need to protect 
its gurus and its power structure 
rather than acting on the basis of 
spiritual principle. 

And here we see actions that 
were not guided by the principle 
of acting against any spiritual de¬ 
viation as soon as it occurs. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 





















Defeated Arguments Demonstrate Desperation 


In 1978, the GBC foisted a great hoax on the movement by claiming that Srila Prabhupada had appointed 11 successor diksa gurus. In time, the 
GBC was forced to admit that these 11 persons had not been appointed as diksa gurus. On page 7 of this issue we quote from a GBC publication 
accepting that these 11 persons were only appointed as rtviks rather than diksa gurus. In previous issues we have quoted ISKCON's official Back 
To Godhead (BTG ) magazine admitting that accepting these 11 persons as appointed diksa gurus was done due to "rndya" or illusion {BTG 25-01, 
1991). A recent GBC endorsed book, The Guru & Disciple Book , again reiterates that the 11 were only ever appointed as rtviks or representatives, 
and not as gurus: 

"In July 1977, he (Srila Prabhupada) lists eleven names of disciples [...] The letter does not appoint the eleven as gurus, it merely ap¬ 
points them as continental representatives [...] by November the only selection that vaguely resembled anything like that was the choos¬ 
ing of eleven to act as continental representatives in the matter of initiation." 

So, at the very least, ISKCON's leadership should accept that these 11 persons were not appointed as diksa gurus. 

However, in BTP 51 and 52 we documented GBC-elected gurus HH Sivarama Swami and HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami claiming that the 11 were 
appointed as diksa gurus. In this issue, on page 7 we documented HH Bhakti Charu Swami also claiming that the 11 were appointed as diksa gu¬ 
rus. And on page 5 of this issue we documented HH Trivikrama Swami claiming that this "list" of names also referred to those who were to act as 
diksa gurus. Now another GBC-elected diksa guru, Mahatma Dasa ("MAD"), recently claimed: 

"Now most of the gurus in our movement, fifty years ago were hippies in San Francisco, New York, the Himalayas, right [...] You know 
Prabhupada told us to become gurus in 1969. How would you feel if you were sitting there? How would you feel in 1977 when your name 
was on the list and you'd been a devotee six years and you were 26 years old?" 

(MAD, Lecture, UK, 16/7/17) 

Thus, while speaking about GBC diksa gurus in ISKCON, MAD also claims that in 1977 Srila Prabhupada had given a "list" of names for devo¬ 
tees who would become diksa gurus. 

Therefore, in a sign of just how desperate and intellectually bankrupt ISKCON's leadership has become in trying to prop up its guru hoax, they 
have started to put forward the already defeated, and accepted as defeated, idea that Srila Prabhupada did appoint these 11 persons as diksa gu¬ 
rus! Because if they had other arguments to explain their guru program, they would use them , rather than resorting to an argument that has al¬ 
ready been accepted as defeated. 

Similarly, GBC-elected diksa guru Kripamoya Dasa ("KMD") repeatedly claims the false idea that the diksa guru must have physical contact 
with the disciple. In BTP 38 he was humiliated for claiming that the diksa guru "must personally speak the mantra (gayatri) into the ear of the dis¬ 
ciple at the time of initiation so he obviously has to be 'physically present'"-when we presented his own initiation letter from Srila Prabhupada, 
wherein it was stated the mantra can be heard by tape, and not in person. Yet, in a recent booklet he wrote titled Encouragement in Spiritual Life, 
KMD again puts forward the false idea that the prospective disciple and diksa guru must have had contact and thus gotten to know each other: 

"He or she must have also successfully developed some level of relationship with the prospective guru. For his part, the guru had also 
to get to know his prospective disciple." 

(KMD, Encouragement in Spiritual Life) 

But, in the same booklet, KMD accepts that actually this is not necessary since he admits that Srila Prabhupada did not meet all his disciples: 

"There was insufficient time for meeting every disciple [...] He eventually initiated 4,800 disciples." 

(KMD, Encouragement in Spiritual Life) 

Indeed, in this same booklet KMD also quotes the same initiation letter to him from Srila Prabhupada mentioned earlier, which we had already 
quoted to him in BTP 38 to defeat his "physically present diksa guru" idea. 

There is no surer sign of having no valid arguments to offer, if all you can put forward are already defeated arguments. 


KNOW THE TRUTH 

To receive a FREE copy, please: 

- email us at: irm@iskconirm.com 
-or fill out the enclosed reply card 

- or write to our address given on page 2 

Want to receive BTP, but don't want anyone to 
see or know? Then ask for your subscription 
to be sent in a plain, unmarked envelope. This 
confidential service is offered free of charge. 
Simply let us know. And tell potential sub¬ 
scribers about this service too. 





THE BOOK THAT HAS THE 
GURUS ON THE RUN! 

"The Final Order by Krishnakant Desai has 
been perhaps the most influential post-1977 
publication in the Vaisnava world." 

- HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami, ISKCON guru 

With Foreword by Professor Kim Knott, Head of 
Religious Studies, Leeds University, UK 
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